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Port Deposit Historic District

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Port Deposit is a small town in western Cecil County, Maryland. Its main
street, running parallel to the northeastern bank of the SuSquehanna
River, is a 1.4 mile segment of U.S. Route 222, Between Main Street

and the river are the Penn Central railroad tracks, the railroad yard
and, along about half of Port Deposit's length, industrial buildings

and wharves. For about a mile beginning at the southeastern end of

town, there are lots on both sides of Main Street. With few -exceptions,
the buildings are residential or small-scale commercial structures.

Most of the larger houses of the more wealthy businessmen were built
during the latter part of the 19th century.

Behind the buildings on Main Street the land rises sharply, almost
vertically, especially at the southeastern end of town. Cut into this
terraced and landscaped hillside is a short residential street. Three
streets with a few, scattered small houses intersect Main Street at
right angles and climb the hill. At the northwestern end of Port
Deposit is the mill at Rock Run and the granite quarry.

Port Deposit began as an exchange point for travelers. The main part of
Anchor and Hope farmhouse was built during the early 18th century and
served as an inn. Located on top of the hill overlooking the Susque-
b, 1a, the stone inn was built as a 1% story building of three bays with
entral entrance on each of the principal elevations. Though one of
«ue doors was filled in to form a window and the second floor has been
altered, the large first floor room retains most of its original
features: small 6/6 windows; exposed, beaded ceiling beams; and a
large rubble fireplace at each end of the room. One of the most
interesting features is the south end of the room which has a cooking
fireplace with a two-foot deep wooden lintel flanked on the right by
a toll both and on the left by panelling and a boxed circular stair with
a panelled door. The tollbooth has a three-foot wide door which slides
vertically down so that tickets could be sold for the stage and the ferry.
To the north of the inn is a Georgian addition which features a granite
corner fireplace and panelled reveals with eared architraves on the first
floor. '

The town of Port Deposit, known as Creswell's Ferry until 1812, was built
in the flood plain of the Susquehanna and prospered because of various
industries. Merchants Mill (or Rock Run Mill), at the intersection

of North Main Street and Md. Rt. 269, was built in 1731 and was still

in operation in 1913. Constructed of uncoursed rubble, the mill is

a large, three-bay, 3% story building with a gable roof.

By 1789 the granite quarry north of the mill was in operation, and stone

was shipped over a wide region. Port Deposit granite was in demand
from the 1830's through the turn of the century.
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DESCRIPTION (continued) ' i ,

This industry not only was an integral part of Port Deposit's economic
prosperity, but it provided the town with a unique character. The bluish-
gray granite was used in some way in almost every building, for some
sidewalks, for retaining walls to protect against floods and ice jams

and for the terraces and steps up the hillside. The movement to lay

stone pavements began in 1837. Floods have been a continuing problem

for Port Deposit residents, and one in 1886 partially destroyed the

town's records.

Most of Port Deposit's buildings are simply designed and have a high -
basement for flood protection. Some of those facing the river from the
northern side of Main Street sit back and are elevated from the street
level. Others have a full-story stone basement which can be entered from
th sidewalk, such as 240 and 246 North Main Street. These are 1% story,
t" :e-bay frame dwellings on coursed rubble basements. Probably built
~ing the first part of the 19th century, they are small, one-room-
deep houses which have additions to the rear. Their porches have simple
Victorian trim.

Though now somewhat deteriorated, 170 North Main Street is a square,
3%-story, brick house with wooden lintels. Its pyramidal roof is supported
by a bracketed cornice. The porch is missing but the entrance, with

fine Victorian double doors glazed at the top and panelled below, re-

mains with its rectangular transom and sidelights. The bottom floor is
actually a full basement partially embedded in the hillside at the rear.

Another large house built on high ground with a stone retaining wall along
the sidewalk is 32 North Main Street. It is a well maintained example

of the Second Empire style with a shingled mansard roof forming the

third floor. This house, and the one at 57 South Main Street, are

similar in style and in their asymmetrical composition of forms in-
cluding their large verandas. 57 South Main Street is unoccupied and

has deteriorated, but its bracketed cornices, bay windows and central
tower remain.

Throughout Port Deposit there are several groups of modest row houses.
The most elaborate one is 88-94 North Main Street. These three story
units are a combination of the Second Empire and Eastlake styles. They
have mansard roofs, rather simple gabled dormers with openwork and

See continuation sheet #2































































